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PURPOSE
To provide an overview of the Ontario Student Assistance Program (OSAP).

What is OSAP?
Are you eligible to apply?
How are student financial assistance amounts determined?
How do you apply for OSAP?
How do you receive assistance?
What is the appeal process?
What other forms of financial assistance are available to you?
How does the Ontario Student Opportunity Grant work?
What happens after you complete your studies?
What are the payment arrangements?
What assistance is available to students repaying loans?
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WHAT IS OSAP?

An umbrella term used to refer to provincially and federally funded
needs based student financial assistance in Ontario. 

Not just loans!!
OSAP includes over 20 separate loan, grant, bursary and scholarship 
programs. 

In 2008-09, more than 225,000 Ontario students, approximately 41 per 
cent of college and university students, qualified for student financial 
assistance to help them finance their postsecondary studies.
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TYPES OF ASSISTANCE WHILE IN SCHOOL
Funded Jointly

Canada-Ontario Integrated 
Student Loans

Federally- funded
Canada Student Grants
Part-Time Canada Student 
Loans
Transition Grant (for 2008-09 
Millennium Bursary recipients)

Provincially-funded  
Ontario Access Grants
Ontario Access Grants for 
Crown Wards 
Queen Elizabeth II Aiming for 
the Top Scholarship
Bursary for Students with 
Disabilities
Child-Care Bursary Plan
Ontario Special Bursary Plan
Ontario Work Study Plan
Bursary for Students with 
Disabilities Attending Out-Of-
Country Postsecondary 
Institutions
Ontario Distance Grants
Ontario First Generation Bursary
Textbook and Technology Grant
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ELIGIBILITY FOR OSAP
To be considered for OSAP you must meet the following requirements :

Be a Canadian citizen, Permanent Resident or Protected Person;

Meet Ontario residency requirements;

Be enrolled in an approved postsecondary institution taking an 
approved program;

Be taking at least 60 per cent of a full course load, or 40 per cent if 
you have a permanent disability
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Allowable 
Educational 

Costs

Expected 
Financial 

Contribution

Calculated 
Financial 

Need
minus equals

Tuition and Compulsory Fees
Books and Supplies
Equipment
Computer Costs
Personal Living Expenses
Child Care
Travel

Student Income
Student Assets
Parental Income
Spousal Income
Spousal Assets 

Federal Assistance
(60% of assessed 
need subject to 
maximum)

Provincial Assistance
(40% of assessed 
need subject to 
maximum)

CALCULATION OF FINANCIAL NEED
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MAXIMUM ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE

Canada 
Portion

Ontario 
Portion Total

Typical Two 
Term 

Academic 
Year 

(34 weeks)

Single 
Students

$210/wk $140/wk  $350/wk $11,900

Sole Support/ 
Married 
Students

$210/wk $335/wk $545/wk $18,530
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OSAP APPLICATION PROCESS

Submit Application

Estimate Provided Third Party Checks
(MTO/SIN/Credit)

Signatures and Declaration
Supporting Documentation 

Confirmation of Enrolment

Loan/Grant Certificate
Second Instalment (start of second term)

Loan/Grant Certificate
First Instalment (start of first term)

60% of funding, provided as:

• Canada Student Loan, 50% of Canada Student 
Grants

40% of funding, provided as:

• Ontario Student Loan, Ontario Access Grants, 
Ontario Access Grants for Crown Wards, 50% 

of Canada Student Grants, Textbook and 
Technology Grants, Ontario Distance Grants, 

Transition Grant (for 2008-09 Millennium 
Bursary Recipients)
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APPLICATION

To apply for OSAP you must fill out 
and submit an OSAP Application for 
Full-Time Students.

There are two different methods you  
can use to apply for OSAP:

1. You can use the online application 
available from the OSAP website 
(http://osap.gov.on.ca) or

2. You can fill out a paper application, 
which is available for printing from 
the OSAP website. 
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ONLINE APPLICATION

Almost 99% of students apply through the 
OSAP website.

The online application is available 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. 

There is no application fee. 

You can get an on-the-spot estimate of the 
amount of funding you may be eligible to 
receive. 

You can check the status of your 
application online.
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OSAP MAIN PAGE
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OSAP ACCESS WINDOW
The OSAP Access Window is a planning tool designed to help students 
make informed decisions about postsecondary education. The Access 
Window allows you to access:

The approximate cost of postsecondary programs; 

The student assistance calculator to estimate what funding may be 
available to you, possible repayment schedules based on the amount 
of student loan debt you may incur; and

Links to information on institutional aid available through publicly-
assisted universities and colleges.
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ON-LINE LOAN COUNSELLING

An on-line counselling session has been added to the OSAP 
application. The loan counselling session:

Is a mandatory part of the OSAP online 2009-2010 application;

Provides brief high-level introduction to topics like the Ontario 
Student Opportunity Grant, loan repayment, and Interest Relief;

Is interactive -You must correctly answer four multiple choice 
questions to complete the session; 

Takes about 10 minutes to complete. 
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Choose this option if this is your 
first time applying for OSAP. 
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Once you start an application on the 
web, you can save it and come back to 
it later by identifying the appropriate 
application and choosing “Fill out App”
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Most of you will 
choose this 
option.
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Most of 
you will 
choose 
one of 
these 
options.
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To be considered for the 
Queen Elizabeth II 
Aiming for the Top 
Scholarship you must 
answer “yes” to this 
question.
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You can submit your application for 
processing now or save it to come back 
and make changes at a later date –don’t 
forget to submit it when you’re done!
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XXXXXXXXX
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SUBMITTING DECLARATION & SIGNATURE PAGES
If you apply online you will have the option of printing declaration and 
signature pages from the web or requesting that the ministry mail copies to 
you. 

In order to complete the processing of your application, the signature and 
application pages should be completed and submitted to your Financial 
Aid Office as soon as possible.

Funding cannot be released until all required signatures are received by 
your Financial Aid Office.

Deadlines:
If you are planning to take a two- or three-term program you must 
provide the declaration and signature page(s) no later than 90 days 
before the end of your study period. 
If you are planning to take a one-term program you must submit the 
declaration and signature pages to your Financial Aid Office within the 
first 30 days of your study period. 
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PAPER APPLICATION

There is a $10 fee to apply using a paper application. 

If you are studying in Ontario:
You must send your completed paper application, application fee, and 
all supporting documentation to the Financial Aid Office of the 
postsecondary institution you are planning to attend.

If you are studying outside Ontario:
You must send your completed paper application, application fee, all 
supporting documentation, and a completed Program Information form 
to the Student Financial Assistance Branch in Thunder Bay, as it acts 
as the Financial Aid Office for students studying outside Ontario. (The 
Program Information form is used by the student’s postsecondary 
institution to provide information about the student's program and 
education-related costs.)
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VERIFICATION

Information you provide in connection with your OSAP applications is 
subject to verification and audit by the ministry.

Income is verified with the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA)
If there is a discrepancy between the income you report to OSAP and 
the information received from the CRA, OSAP will reassess your 
application.
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THIRD PARTY APPLICATION CHECKS

Vehicles
All vehicle and driver’s licence information is verified with the 
Ministry of Transportation.

Social Insurance Number and personal identification information
Basic personal information is verified with the Social Insurance
Registry at Human Resources and Social Development (HRSD).

Credit history
If you did not receive OSAP assistance last year, OSAP will 
perform a credit check.
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CONFIRMATION OF ENROLMENT FORM
In order to get the first instalment of your assistance funding, you must 
complete the Confirmation of Enrolment Form and the Loan/Grant 
Certificate.  

This form will be available from your Financial Aid Office at the beginning 
of your study period.

The Confirmation of Enrolment form is used to: 
confirm that you have enrolled in and started classes;
confirm the starting and ending dates of your study period;
update the information about  your income that you have provided on 
the OSAP application;
authorize the release of the remaining portion of your assistance at the 
start of your second term.



46

LOAN/GRANT CERTIFICATE
The loan/grant certificate:

indicates to you the amount of loan and/or grant funding you are
entitled to receive;
authorizes release of funds;
by signing the certificate you are agreeing to the terms and conditions 
of negotiating a Canada-Ontario Integrated Student Loan.

Once you have completed the loan/grant certificate, you can submit it to a 
National Student Loans Service Centre (NSLSC) kiosk at your 
postsecondary institution or a designated Canada Post outlet.
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OBTAINING FUNDING
After you have negotiated your loan/grant certificate with the National Student 
Loans Service Centre (NSLSC), the NSLSC will deposit the federal and provincial 
assistance in your bank account. This is usually done within one week of the date 
the loan/grant certificate is received at the NSLSC.

If you have tuition fees owing to your postsecondary institution, the NSLSC will remit 
these fees to your institution.

Some grants are not provided via the loan/grant certificate.  For the Ontario Access 
Grants, Ontario Access Grants for Crown Wards, Ontario Distance Grants and the 
Textbook and Technology Grant, a cheque will be provided through the financial aid 
office or mailed to the address provided in your OSAP application. 

OSAP assistance will not be released to you after your study period has ended.
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OSAP REVIEW PROCESS
OSAP uses standard criteria to assess a student’s financial need and to determine 
the amount of funding you may be eligible to receive. There may be situations, 
however, where the criteria may not adequately reflect your particular circumstances. 
If this is the case, you may request a review of your OSAP application.

To initiate a review, you must contact the Financial Aid Office at your institution. The 
Financial Aid Administrator will examine your file and make a decision.

Review situations which may be considered under the OSAP review process include 
such situations as:

Family breakdown
Reduced Current Year Parental Income 
(e.g. job loss)
Exceptional parental expenses
Pre-study income contributions
Academic progress
Credit Check appeals



49

OSAP APPEAL BOARD PROCESS
Should your review request be denied by the Financial Aid Administrator 
you may appeal it to the OSAP Appeal Board.

You must make the appeal in writing and provide all necessary 
documentation to your Financial Aid Office.

Appeals are normally considered within 30 days of the Board receiving all 
required information.

You will be notified of the Board’s decision in writing.
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ONTARIO STUDENT OPPORTUNITY GRANT

The Ontario Student Opportunity Grant (OSOG) limits students’ loan debt 
to $7,000 for a two-term academic year and $10,500 for a three-term 
academic year.

You do not need to fill out a special application for this grant.

To be eligible for OSOG, you must:
Be entitled to a student loan that exceeds the above limits;
Be enrolled full-time;
Complete your academic year; and
Have all income reported to OSAP – student and parent and/or 
spouse, verified against income reported to the Canada Revenue 
Agency. 

The grant is not paid directly to you but is sent to the NSLSC and used to 
pay down your student loan.

Return



51

OTHER SOURCES OF FUNDING

Institutional Assistance
Provincially-assisted Colleges of Applied Arts and Technology 
and Universities provide assistance to their students in the 
forms of

Entrance Awards/Scholarships
Bursaries
Work Study programs

External Scholarships & Bursaries

Student Lines of Credit

Community Groups/Companies
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STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES

You are responsible for:

Reporting information accurately on your OSAP application;

Meeting application deadlines;

Promptly informing your Financial Aid Office in writing of any changes 
to your reported income or assets, or to the reported income or assets 
of your spouse or parent(s), as well as any changes to your address, 
your financial, academic, family status, or study period; and

Maintaining satisfactory academic progress.
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CONTINUATION OF INTEREST FREE STATUS

If you have previous student loans and you plan to continue your studies 
but do not plan on applying for additional student assistance for the 
upcoming school year, you must ensure your previous loans are placed in 
interest-free status so that you do not have to repay the loans and interest 
while you are in school. 

To maintain interest free status on your loans, you must complete the 
Continuation of Interest-Free Status/Confirmation of Enrolment form. 

The forms are available from the OSAP website (http://osap.gov.on.ca) 
and  Financial Aid Offices of postsecondary institutions.



54

AFTER COMPLETING STUDIES
While you are in school, the interest on your student 
loans is paid by the provincial and federal 
governments.

You are responsible to start repaying your loan 
within six months of completing your studies.

The interest on your student loan begins to accrue 
from the time you stop being a full-time 
postsecondary student.
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LOAN REPAYMENT PROCESS

If you have a Canada-Ontario Integrated Student Loan you must contact 
the National Student Loans Service Centre to make repayment 
arrangements.

Usually the repayment period is for 9 ½ years and can be extended for up 
to 15 years. The interest rate charged on the federal loan is prime plus two-
and-a-half percent (floating), while that charged on the provincial loan is 
prime plus one per cent (floating).

Remember - You are responsible for repaying your loan and any loan, 
grant, bursary, and/or scholarship overpayment. If you do not make your 
payments, you will be considered in default. Your debt (loan and/or 
overpayment) will be turned over to a collection agency and your default 
will be reported to a credit bureau; as a result, your ability to obtain credit 
may be impaired. You will also be restricted from receiving further financial 
assistance until the default has been cleared.

Return
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ASSISTANCE IN REPAYING LOANS
Financial Counselling

Many educational and financial institutions and non-profit credit 
counselling agencies offer budgeting and credit advice. 

Revision Of Terms
Borrowers who are unable to make payments on their outstanding 
student loan may ask to revise the terms of their loan and extend the 
repayment period to up to15 years, thereby lowering their monthly 
payments.

Debt Management Programs (For the Ontario portion of your loan)
Interest Relief - assists borrowers who are experiencing difficulty in 
meeting the terms of their loan repayment due to low income or 
unemployment.  
Debt Reduction in Repayment - assist borrowers who have been out 
of school for at least five years and who have exhausted interest relief
but continue to have difficulty making loan payments.
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ASSISTANCE IN REPAYING LOANS
Repayment Assistance Plan (for the Canada portion of your loan)

Available to borrowers starting August 1, 2009, the federal 
government’s new student loan Repayment Assistance Plan (RAP) 
replaces previous debt repayment measures for the Canada portion of 
your loan.
Under RAP, loan payments are based on a person’s income, level of 
debt, and ability to pay.
Repayment term limited to 15 years.
Contact the National Student Loans Service Centre to apply.

Repayment Assistance Plan for Borrowers with Permanent Disabilities
Same as RAP, but calculation of loan payment includes disability
related expenses.
Repayment term limited to 10 years.
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HOW TO APPLY FOR REPAYMENT ASSISTANCE

How can I apply for repayment assistance?
The National Student Loans Service Centre is your starting 
point for all loan repayment programs.

You can contact the NSLSC at 1-888-815-4514 to request an 
application for revision of terms, interest relief, debt reduction in 
repayment and the Repayment Assistance Plan.

You can also access your loan information and program 
applications through the NSLSC’s website at 
https://nslsc.canlearn.ca/eng/default.aspx
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USEFUL CONTACTS

Your Financial Aid Office

The National Student Loans Service Centre
www.canlearn.ca
1-888-815-4514

The OSAP website http://osap.gov.on.ca

Scholarship search websites
www.studentawards.com
www.scholarshipscanada.com
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End of Slide Show
Exit from Presentation
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APPENDIX
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QUEEN ELIZABETH II AIMING FOR THE TOP 
SCHOLARSHIP

Recognizes students who have shown academic excellence at the high 
school level and assists students with financial need. 

Awarded to students graduating from Ontario high schools.

Awarded based on merit – value based on financial need. 
(Value of scholarship $100 - $3,500.)

Submit your OSAP application by the Queen Elizabeth II Aiming for the 
Top scholarship deadline (usually mid-June of each year).

Renewable. Can be awarded for a maximum of four years, provided that 
the student keeps their grades up. To be eligible to have the scholarship 
renewed, a student must achieve an average of at least 80 per cent, or the 
equivalent in Grade Point Average (GPA) or letter grades while in full-time 
study in the academic year for which he or she receives the scholarship.  

Return
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CANADA STUDENT GRANTS

Canada Student Grants for Persons from Low-Income Families
If you are a student from a low-income family and qualify for a 
Canada Student Loan, you can receive $250 per month of 
study (max $3,000 per year).

Canada Student Grants for Persons from Middle-Income Families
If you are a student from a middle-income family and qualify for 
a Canada Student Loan, you can receive $100 per month of 
study (max $1,200 per year).

You do not need to fill out a special application for this grant, 
because the information that you and your parents supply on your
OSAP application is used to determine your eligibility.
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CANADA STUDENT GRANTS
Canada Student Grant for Persons with Dependants

If you have dependent children under 12, you can receive $200 per 
month of study for each dependant.
If you have dependent children over 12 who have a disability, you are 
also eligible to receive the grant. 

Canada Student Grant for Persons with Permanent Disabilities
If you are a student with a permanent disability, you can receive 
$2,000 per loan year to help you with your educational costs (e.g., for 
tuition, books, and supplies) and living costs. 

You do not need to fill out a special application for this grant, because the 
information that you and your parents supply on your OSAP application is 
used to determine your eligibility.
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CANADA STUDENT GRANTS
Canada Student Grant for Services and Equipment for Persons with
Permanent Disabilities

Up to $8,000 for qualifying students with permanent disabilities. You 
may also be eligible for up to $2,000 through the Ontario Bursary for 
Students With Disabilities.

Canada Student Grant for Part-Time Studies
You may be eligible to receive up to $1,200 if you are a part time 
student supporting dependants, mature students, students with 
disabilities. 

Canada Study Grant for Part-Time Students with Dependants 
You may be eligible to receive up to $1,920 per year if you are a part-
time student with dependent children.

Return
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PART-TIME CANADA STUDENT LOANS

If you are participating in postsecondary studies on a part-time basis, you 
can receive loan funding through the federal government.

You must be taking between 20 per cent to 59 per cent of a full course 
load study.

The maximum outstanding principal and interest for all Part-Time Canada 
Student Loans that you may receive cannot exceed $10,000 at any time.

To apply, use the Part-Time Canada Student Loan application. 
Applications are available on the OSAP website.

Return
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ONTARIO ACCESS GRANTS

The Government of Ontario offers Ontario Access Grants to assist first and 
second-year students from low-income or middle-income families with their 
tuition costs. 

Ontario Access Grants will cover between 25 and 50 per cent of your 
tuition, to a maximum of $3,000. The maximum percentage of your tuition 
covered depends on your parents’ income.  

You do not need to fill out a separate application for this grant, because 
the information that you and your parents supply on your OSAP application 
is used to determine your eligibility. 

Return
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ONTARIO ACCESS GRANTS FOR CROWN WARDS 
(OAG-CW)

The Government of Ontario offers Ontario Access Grants for 
Crown Wards to assist current and former Crown wards with their 
tuition costs in their first degree, diploma, or certificate. 

You do not need to fill out a special application for this grant, 
because the information on your OSAP application is used to 
determine your eligibility.

Current and former Crown wards in one year programs may be 
eligible for a one time grant for the lower of: $3,000; 100% of 
tuition; or provincial need.

Return



69

ONTARIO ACCESS GRANTS FOR CROWN WARDS

Current and former Crown wards in programs of two or more years 
in length may be eligible for grants for the lower of: $3,000; 50% of 
tuition; or provincial need:

Students in programs more than two years in length and not 
eligible for the Ontario Access Grant may receive OAG-CW  in 
years one and two;

Students in a program of three years or more in length may 
receive OAG-CW  for third year of study;

Students in a program of four years or more in length may 
receive OAG-CW for fourth year of study.

Return
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DISTANCE GRANTS

You can receive a distance grant any year you attend postsecondary 
studies on a full-time basis.

You do not need to fill out a special application for this grant, as the 
information on your OSAP application is used to determine your eligibility.

To receive the distance grant, students must have at least one dollar of 
assessed need for the Ontario portion of your loan.

Distance grants are paid on top of any OSAP you may receive.

Distance grants are based solely on the distance from a postsecondary 
institution. It doesn’t matter whether the program you are taking is offered 
at the closest institution or not.
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DISTANCE GRANTS

Distance grants are designed to help students who live in remote and rural 
areas with additional travel costs they face to attend postsecondary 
education.

There are two types of distance grants:

Dependent at home, independent at home, married, and sole-support 
parents who commute more than 80 kilometres to an institution because 
there is not an institution of the type they attend within 80 km are eligible 
for the commuting grant of $500 per semester.

Dependent away from home students who move away to attend a 
postsecondary institution because there is not one of the type they attend 
within 80 km of their permanent (usually parents’) home are eligible for the 
travel grant of $300 per year.
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DISTANCE GRANT EXAMPLES

Example 1
Student lives in London, but commutes to the University of 
Waterloo because he is attending engineering program there.
Student is not eligible for the commuting grant. Distance grants 
are based on the distance from a postsecondary institution of the 
same type, not program choice.

Example 2
Student lives in Owen Sound and leaves home to go to Conestoga 
College.
Georgian College has a campus in Owen Sound.
Student is eligible for the travel grant because satellite campuses 
are not considered when assessing distance.

Return
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ONTARIO FIRST GENERATION BURSARY

In 2009-10, the Government of Ontario will provide $5.0 million in 
funding to publicly-assisted colleges of applied arts and technology 
and universities in Ontario to administer the Ontario First 
Generation Bursary. 

The Ontario First Generation Bursary helps students become the 
first in their family to attend college or university or become an 
apprentice. 

Contact your financial aid office for further details about the bursary 
and information about the application process. 

Return
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TEXTBOOK AND TECHNOLOGY GRANT

The Government of Ontario offers Textbook and Technology 
Grants (TTG) to assist OSAP eligible full-time community college 
and university students with their costs for textbooks and 
technology. 

If you are a student attending a publicly-assisted Ontario college or 
university and are receiving OSAP, you are eligible to receive $150 
through TTG. 

Return
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BURSARIES FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

This bursary provides non-repayable financial assistance to full- and part-
time students for disability-related services and equipment that they need 
to participate in postsecondary education.

Up to $2,000 available through bursary.

Eligible students may also receive up to $8,000 in funding through the 
Canada Student Grant for Services and Equipment for Persons with
Permanent Disabilities.

Applications available through Office for Students with Disabilities at each 
institution and from the OSAP website.

Return
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CHILD-CARE BURSARY PLAN
A non-repayable bursary assists students who have child-care costs for 
three or more children.

If you are married the maximum amount of bursary available is $35 per 
week of study for your third child, $23 for your fourth child, and $29 for 
your fifth child. If you are a sole-support parent, the maximum amount of 
bursary available is $70 per week of study for your third child, $46 for your 
fourth child, and $58 for your fifth child.

Children must be 11 years old or younger, or 12 or older with a disability, 
injury or illness. 

If you have more than two children, you can complete a Child-Care 
Bursary Application form for assistance with child-care costs for your other 
children, and include completed Bursary Receipt form from child care 
provider.

Return
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ONTARIO SPECIAL BURSARY

Helps students with low family incomes participate in postsecondary 
education on a part-time basis at an Ontario university or college of 
applied arts and technology. 

Up to $2,500 is available per academic year.

For students who will not receive funding from a Canada-Ontario 
Integrated Student Loan or a Part-Time Canada Student Loan.

To apply, you must fill out the Ontario Special Bursary Plan application 
form, which is available from the OSAP website. 

Return
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ONTARIO WORK STUDY PLAN

This program helps students at provincially-assisted universities and 
colleges of applied arts and technology in Ontario to meet their educational 
costs by working part-time during the year. 

You can earn up to $1,000 per term.

To apply, contact your Financial Aid Office, or print and complete 
application form.

You must submit the completed application form to your Financial Aid 
Office.

Return
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BURSARY FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES ATTENDING OUT- 
OF COUNTRY POSTSECONDARY INSTITUTIONS

Loan and bursary assistance is available for deaf, deafened, and hard-of-
hearing students who must attend out-of-country postsecondary institutions for 
disability-related reasons. 

Students attending school in the 2009-2010 academic year may be eligible for 
a maximum of $350 per week of study through the Canada-Ontario Integrated 
Student Loan.

All deaf, deafened, and hard-of-hearing students, regardless of family income, 
who have eligible education costs to study outside Canada that exceed the 
student loan weekly maximums, will receive a Bursary for Students with 
Disabilities Attending Out-of Country Postsecondary Institutions.

Eligible education costs include tuition fees, ancillary fees, health insurance 
fees, books and supplies, room and board, personal living costs, and return 
trips home.

No additional application required.  All information provided through the OSAP 
application.

Return
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CREDIT CHECK

All new OSAP applicants are subject to a check of their credit history to 
ensure that funding is not issued to individuals with a history of serious 
credit abuse.

A credit check looks at your financial background and credit history.

An OSAP assessment can be appealed if student is denied funding due to 
failed credit check.

For appeal, students must demonstrate exceptional circumstances and 
strong likelihood of loan repayment.

Return
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INTEREST RELIEF (only for Ontario portion of loan)

Interest relief (IR) may be available to borrowers who are unable to repay 
their loans because of low income.

Borrowers are eligible for up to 30 months of IR and an additional 24 
months of extended IR if additional help is required within five years of 
completion of studies.  

While receiving interest relief, borrowers are not required to make any 
principal or interest payments on their loans and the government pays the 
interest on behalf of the borrowers.

Return
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DEBT REDUCTION IN REPAYMENT 
(only for Ontario portion of loan)

Debt reduction in repayment (DRR) programs assist borrowers facing 
exceptional long-term financial difficulty by reducing their outstanding 
student loan principal, thereby lowering their monthly loan payments.

DRR is available to assist students who have been out of school for at 
least five years and have exhausted all available periods of interest relief. 

If you receive assistance through a debt reduction in repayment program, 
a DRR reduction is applied against your outstanding student loan debt 
(interest and principal) so that your monthly loan payments are reduced.

Payments are not paid directly to you. Payments are sent to the financial 
institution holding your student loan. 

Return
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TRANSITION GRANT (for 2008-09 Millennium Bursary 
Recipients)

Students who received assistance through a Millennium Bursary 
during the 2008-09 academic year may receive assistance through 
the Transition Grant.

The amount of the Transition Grant will equal the difference 
between a student’s Millennium bursary received during the 2008-
2009 school year (i.e., $3,000) and any Canada Student Grants for 
Persons from Low-Income Families or Canada Student Grants for 
Persons from Middle-Income Families. 

Transition Grants will be available for up to three additional years of 
undergraduate studies.

Return
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CANADA STUDENT GRANT FOR PERSONS FROM 
LOW-INCOME FAMILIES (CSG-LI)

To be considered for the Canada Student Grant for Persons from 
Low-Income Families, your family income and size must meet 
certain Low Income Cut-off Thresholds (see chart below for 
thresholds). 

To be considered for the grant, the family’s total income for the 
previous year, as reported in Line 150 on the Income Tax Form, 
must be less than or equal to the low-income threshold for the 
student’s family size.

Return
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CANADA STUDENT GRANTS FOR PERSONS FROM 
MIDDLE-INCOME FAMILIES (CSG-MI)

To be considered for the Canada Student Grant for Persons from 
Middle-Income Families, your family income and size must meet 
certain Middle Income Cut-off Thresholds (see chart below for 
thresholds). 

To be considered for the grant, the family’s total income for the 
previous year, as reported in Line 150 on the Income Tax Form, 
must be greater than the low-income threshold, but less than or 
equal to the middle-income threshold. 

Return
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